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session.  A few have asked if Leo can really 
R.E.A.D. as he patiently listens to their stories. 
I feel very fortunate to have such a special cat 
and grateful that 
his warmth and 
beauty can be 
shared through 
Pets for Life.

     
Deborah Carr volunteers 
with her Pets for Life cat,   Eugene.

     As Eugene’s acknowledgement of National 
Cat Day, he would like 
to give a shout-out to 

all the other 
Pets for Life 

animal volunteers 
– cats, dogs, and 

everyone!!
     This is Eugene’s sixth 
year of volunteering 
and he is grateful to 

Pets for Life for giving him the opportunity to 
help others however he can.  He is also grateful 
for the opportunity to meet 
all the other incredible 
Pets for Life animal 
volunteers – Happy Cat Day!

Greetings from Joni Roeseler,  
  Pets for Life Board President……

National Cat Day  -  October 29

    I just wanted to take a mo-
ment to thank everyone who 
participated in the Pets for Life 
Volunteer Team Zoom call on 
September 28th. It was so great 
to see everyone, your pets and 
chat. Pets for Life is so blessed 

to have such fabulous volunteer teams!.
Save the date - we are planning the next 
Volunteer Team Zoom call for Tuesday, 
November 30th at 7:00 p.m.
    Take care everyone and thank you 
          so much for everything you do!

Joni Roeseler
Pets for Life President

National Cat Day on October 29, is the purrfect 
day to give extra attention to our Pets for Life 
cats and their human volunteers!!!
     Kathy Madsen volunteers with her Pets for 
Life cat, Leo. Leo is beginning his third year as a 
therapy cat.  He is a Birman cat also known as 
the Sacred Cat of Burma. In addition to working 
as a therapy cat at a hospital and nursing home 
he is also a show cat having won several rib-
bons and attaining the title of Grand Premiere.  
He also volunteers at an elementary school as a 
R.E.A.D. cat.  He has touched many hearts as the 
patients enjoy his calm demeanor and gentle at-
titude. The cat lovers he visits are thrilled to pet 
and hold him.  The children enjoy reading to him 
and love the R.E.A.D. bookmarks with his picture 
which are awarded to them after their reading

Have a Safe 
and fun 
Halloween



Many Will Miss You, Gunner…
    Last Thursday, September 23, Steve and I had to 
say goodbye to our sweet boy, Gunner. Here is his 
story if you are interested. 
   He was a stray in Inde-
pendence, Missouri and 
was captured by animal 
control and placed in a 
shelter there. At some 
point, he was transferred 
to Wayside Waifs in Kan-
sas City, Missouri. Our 
youngest son, Tate, had 
been pushing me to get 
another dog since moving 
to Kansas City in 2007. We lost both our dogs just 
before the move. So,Tate and I went “shopping” at 
shelters when he came home on leave from the 
Air Force Academy. We happened to see Gunner, 
then called Dewey, interacting with a family while 
we were there. We met with him that day too and 
loved what we saw. However, the family had put 
down a hold deposit and I was told that it was rare 
for those to fall through. After that hold period, I 
called Wayside and was told the family was unable 
to adopt him! So, on April 17, 2009 I took Dewey 
home and Tate came up with the name Gunner. 
Given his young age (10-11 months), I enrolled 
him in two basic puppy training classes at Way-
side. The dog trainer, Skip Daiger, told me after a 
class that I should consider getting Gunner into 
Pet Therapy given his gentle nature. I didn’t know 
much about pet therapy or what area organiza-
tions offered evaluations which could lead to be-
coming a registered pet therapy team. After some 
research I began working with Gunner on the skills 
necessary to pass the required evaluation. Just a 
year later, in 2010, he was certified with Pets for 
Life and also became a R.E.A.D.dog which stands 
for Reading Education Assistance Dog. We imme-
diately began working with children at Crittenton 
Children’s Center and Ozanam, both residential 
treatment centers. We also visited patients at 
St Joseph Hospital and both the Ronald McDon-
ald Houses and children read to him at The Gillis 
School on a regular basis. The next year (2011) 
he became a Pet Partner therapy dog. I had also 
heard about a wonderful program at Children’s

Shared by Robbi Grogan

Mercy Hospital that sounded like it would be right 
up our alley. We interviewed and passed the evalu-
ation for that Pet Pals Program in 2011 too. There, 
Gunner worked in the PT/OT playroom and assisted 
the therapists in providing a unique diversion for 
young patients to make their therapy more fun and 
therefore often less painful. It was an amazing thing 
to be part of and Gunner just “got it.” He knew how 
to comfort children and adults of all ages. We made 
numerous visits to various area high schools and 
universities for de-stressing sessions during finals. 
Senior communities, skilled nursing facilities, hos-
pices, preschools and elementary schools love to 
have visits by pet therapy teams and we certainly 
made a lot of those along the way. Pet Partners had 
been trying to get a visitation program going at the 
VA Hospital in KC, MO for years and when that op-
portunity finally opened up we began visiting in the 
Behavioral Unit there. We visited several years at a 
local VA health clinic and at a school for the deaf in 
Kansas. 
    After all these years of being a therapy team, Gun-
ner still seemed to enjoy his work and even passed 
his 6th, two year certification in mid July with Pets 
for Life. 
    Because of Gunner... a little boy born without any 
complete limbs agreed to put on his new prosthetic 
arms in order to “walk” Gunner in the halls. 
   Because of Gunner... a hospitalized woman with 
advanced Alzheimer’s said “puppy” as she petted 
him and her visiting daughter cried tears of joy to 
hear her mother’s voice again.
   Aside from being an amazing therapy dog, Gunner 
was a wonderful family pet bringing smiles and 
laughter to us through his antics and learned tricks. 
The neighborhood will have a few more critters now. 
   As Jesus said in John 17:4, “I have finished the work 
which You have given me to do.” So too has Gunner 
finished his work here on this Earth. I believe he was 
meant to be part of our family and provide comfort 
and joy to us and to many others. I had the privilege 
of simply going along for the ride and was blessed 
to witness many small miracles!
   I wrote this as a celebration of Gunner’s life but 
also as an exercise for my own healing....thank you 
for reading the story of our precious dog. Love on 
your own pets...time passes all too quickly.



     It was almost 15 years ago 
that I saw Bonnie’s bio on the 
Mo-Kan Border Collie web-
site.  We began a wonderful 
15 years with the most per-
fect dog I ever had.  Her main 
goal was always to be beside 
us and would do anything we 
asked of her.  Tricks, obedi-
ence, agility-she did it all with 
enthusiasm and intelligence.  
I soon began to say, “She’s so 

smart I could probably teacher her to read if I just 
had more time to train.”
     She trained as a Pet Therapy and R.E.A.D. dog.  
In her years of work, 
she went to nursing 
homes, school libraries, 
and school assemblies 
as we shared about 
the care and training of 
pets.  Struggling readers 
found Bonnie was al-
ways a patient and a willing listener in the R.E.A.D. 
Program.  Her most memorable task, as a therapy 
dog, was her presence at a Washington D. C. gath-
ering of Families of Murdered Children.  They said 
that Bonnie literally “broke the ice” and her affec-
tion and care for those, who, in the past, viewed 
these as occasions with great solemn.
     Bonnie was intuitive whenever a foster dog came 
into our lives.  She was gentle with the shy and 

abused ones, no non-
sense with the rowdy 
ones and a role model 
for how it should be 
done at our house.  
She brought laughter 
to other dog owners by 
being the playground 
supervisor, breaking 
up inappropriate play  

                                                      by other unruly dogs.
  Most of all, Bonnie, was our companion.  Some-
times we felt she wore herself out following us from 
room to room.  

Bonnie Memories Shared by Kathy Swift

    We believe that we gave her a great life, 
rescued from a cage in an overcrowded Mis-
souri Puppy Mill.  She gave us mega tons of 
good memories and a belief that we had a 
most wonderful and special dog!!!
     The night that she passed, the moon shone 
so full and bright.  It was Bonnie’s golden 
heart shining down on us.

Thank You 
Native Digital!!

     In September, Pets for Life visited the 
new office of Native Digital, an ad agency 
headquartered in downtown Kansas City. 
One of the industries Native serves is 
Animal Companionship, and they recently 
made a generous donation in support of 
Pets for Life. 
     Sharon Woodrum brought the trusty 
team of Kathy Brock and Ghost to talk 
about the purpose of Pets for Life. The 
team loved hearing from Sharon and 
Kathy.  As expected, Ghost stole the show.



     The students at Cleveland Uni-
versity are always ready to take a 
“study break” when they see our 
Pets for Life Volunteers and their 
pets!!!  Who can resist a few minutes 
to pet a special dog and relax before 
the next class, assignment, or test.

Cleveland 
       University

Pets for Life 
Volunteer Teams

Assist KC MetroFitness and 
VFW Post 213

  On Saturday, September 11, 2021, MetroKC
Fitness partnered 
with the American 
Legion Post, 213, 
Argentine Eagles to  
host a 5K to raise 
funds for the “Tiny 

House Project” in Kan-
sas City.  There were 
vendors, food trucks, 
family friendly games 

and, of course, our very own Pets for Life Vol-
unteers were invited to have a booth to share 
our mission of “pets helping people.”
KC MetroFitness and The American Legion Post 
213 placed their goal to raise $10,000.  This is 
the amount required to sponsor one veteran for 
an entire year!  It includes shelter, and not just 
any shelter, a fully furnished tiny home, health-
care, and other supports to get them back on 
their feet and integrated back into society.
     Pets for Life was honored to be able to as-
sist in this event to benefit the veterans of 
Kansas City and knowing that MetroKCFitness 
surpassed their goal.  Thank you to Kathy Brock 
and Ghost, Georgia Buffington and Fritz, Sharon 
Woodrum, and John McGee Pets for Life Board 
Treasurer for helping with this event.



Jackson County Parks & Recreation  provided the perfect out-
door venue for Pets for Life Volunteers to tell our story to dog 
lovers at the 27th annual Dogtober Fest held October 17th.  
The Pets for Life booth was next to the event’s Center Arena 
that held hourly contests/games/drawings for the many fam-
ilies and their dogs throughout this beautiful autumn Sunday.  
Dogtober Fest 2021 was fun for all and was a springboard 
for Pets for Life to widen our presence in the eastern Jackson 
County area of Blue Springs and Lee’s Summit.

Dogtober Fest, Dogtober Fest, 
Shared by John McGee

Chrysantas Club, is a 
local Women’s Club that 
is dedicated to com-
munity improvement by 
enhancing the lives of 
others through vol-
unteer service.  Marie 
Wicke, the program 
chairman, invited Du-
ane Brock and Ghost 
to share the Pets for 
Life mission and about some of the visits that 
he does.  Of course, all of the ladies had a turn 
to pet Ghost….which we all know is his favorite 
thing!!!

An Afternoon with the 
Chrysantas Club

    First, a little history for the old and new Pets for Life 
Therapy Teams…..dogs, cats, rabbits, roosters, gerbils, 
pigs, etc.
   The DOC (Dogs on Call) program started in January, 
2016 making regular pet visits to the Saint Luke’s Hos-
pice House.  St. Luke’s Hospice House partnered with 
Pets for Life to train the human-animal teams to meet 
their patients, family, and staff.
   First, in 2016 there were 14 teams (pets and their 
owners).  The first year DOC teams visited over 350+ 
hours with patients, family, friends, and St. Luke’s 
Hospice House Staff 24 hours as needed.
   The DOC Program was awarded the Missouri Hospice 
and Palliative Care Association Heart of Hospice Award 
in 2016 as a program to enhance community outreach 
and enhance the quality of life for those in the hospice 
service area.  The MHPCA’s award is on the St. Luke’s 
Hospice House living room shelves.
   This Dogs on Call Program is strong and growing and 
is ready to start to make visits again!!!   We are working 
on a date to restart visits.  Before Pets for Life Dogs on 
Call Teams make visits, they must attend an updated 
St. Luke’s Hospice House Volunteer Orientation.  Dates 
will be announced soon.
     If you would want more information about this 
program, please contact Alexis Martin at  
(H) 913 -652 -9258, Cell 913- 626 -2789 or 
alexisamartin@hotmail.com.

Are You Interested in 
Becoming a Saint Luke’s 
DOC Team Member?

Shared by Alexis Martin



Don’t forget to like our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/pages/Pets-for-Life-Inc. 
We post lots of fun PFL updates and 
trivia, and occasionally we have 
giveaways!Stay in the loop, 
join us on Facebook!

http://www.kcpetsforlife.com

Remember our New email address is:

petsforlife@kcpetsforlife.comhttps://www.instagram.com/petsforlifekc/
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     Just about everyone has seen how children and dogs thrill to one another’s com-
pany. The scene becomes magical when a book is introduced. There is such warmth as 
the observer notices the child turning the pages of the book for the canine companion 
to see the pictures. The dog is listening intently to every word and the child simply 
knows the dog is enjoying every word of the story!
     Any Pets for Life volunteer can be part of the above scenario by  becoming a R.E.A.D. 
volunteer. The R.E.A.D. volunteers share their love of reading in many local 
libraries, aftercare programs, schools and other venues that encourage the life long 
love of reading.
     Any volunteer who wishes to learn more about the R.E.A.D. Program should call the 
PFL office (816-363-3665) for more information.

R.E.A.D.
Reading Educational Assistance Dogs


